
PEEKSKILL CELEBRATION 2006 FEATURES
EXCITING NEW EVENTS

Peekskill, NY (3-27-06) – Imagine a
parade of dragon boats, with dozens of
paddlers plying the waters. Imagine
taking part in a traditional eye-dotting
ceremony, with a Buddhist monk
blessing each dragon boat with dotted
eyes to ensure a swift and straight
course. Imagine a day of colorful
dragon boat races, with trophies and
medals awarded to the winners. You
can experience these events and more
at the 10th annual Peekskill
Celebration 2006, to be held August 4-
6.

Peekskill kicks off its Peekskill
Celebration 2006 weekend on Friday
evening, August 4, with a moving eye-
dotting ceremony, considered to bring
good luck to the competing dragon
boats. Dragon boat racing recalls the
legend of the ancient patriot-poet Qu
Yuan who lived from 340-278 BC, was
exiled by the local king, and drowned
himself. Local fisherman threw rice
dumplings into the water as an offering
to his heroic spirit; today, rice
dumplings are eaten on the day of the
Dragon Boat Festival. The Saturday
Dragon Boat Festival and Races begin
at 9 in the morning and continue all
day, with a break at noon for the
parade of dragon boats.

The excitement-packed weekend
features several other exciting new
events. A chainsaw carver will
transform three-foot logs into works of
art. The history of Peekskill will come
alive in reenacted encampments from
the Revolutionary and Civil War and on
a river barge from the early 1900s.
These events join the Celebration’s
classic crowd pleasers like the
fireworks extravaganza, concerts,
sporting events, festivities, and food.
Peekskill Celebration 2006 kicks off on
July 5 with The Wednesday Concert

Photo 1: Buckwheat Zydeco, the featured
performer on August 4th.

Photos 2-6: Photos from recent Peekskill
Celebrations


